The Finnish Figure Skating Association announce
Finlandia Trophy attracts international top skaters 

The international figure skating competition Finlandia Trophy will be organized for the 14th time at Valtti Areena in Vantaa during October 9th-11th. The increasingly popular event is an important season opening competition for many top skaters preparing for the Grand Prix series. In addition to the optimal date skaters are drawn by ISU ranking points. This year there will be 18 Ladies, 20 Men and 13 Ice Dance couples from 16 different countries competing in Vantaa.
The brightest star in the men’s competition will be Daisuke Takahashi from Japan. He won silver at the 2007 Worlds, was second at the 2008 GP final and placed fourth at the 2008 Worlds. Takahashi has many fans especially in his home country, which will bring a good number of Japanese press and television station representatives to Finland. Takahashi could not compete last season because of a knee injury. In speculations the second strongest competitor at Finlandia Trophy will be Kevin Van Der Perren from Belgium, the 2009 European bronze medalist. Finland will be represented by three men: Ari-Pekka Nurmenkari, Mikko Minkkinen and Valtter Virtanen.
In the ladies competition the reigning European champion Laura Lepistö, European bronze medalist Susanna Pöykiö and Kiira Korpi (bronze medalist at the 2007 Europeans) will face the reigning junior Wolrd champion Alena Leonova from Russia, who placed fourth at the Europeans and seventh at the senior Worlds. Other interesting ladies skaters will be Anette Dytrt from Germany, Valentina Marchei from Italy, as well as the Swedish sisters Viktoria and Joshi Helgesson.
In Ice Dance the British couple, siblings Sinead Kerr and John Kerr, will defend their last year’s victory. In January the couple won bronze at the European Championships in Helsinki. The Finnish couple at Finlandia Trophy will be Henna Lindholm and Ossi Kanervo. Oksana Klimova and Sasha Palomäki, who represented Finland at the Europeans, will compete at a junior GP event in Zagreb the same weekend.
YLE broadcasts a summary of the event on Sunday October 11th at 17:20.
Competition schedule:
Friday 9.10. 
16:00 Compulsory dance 
18:00 Men’s short program
Saturday 10.10.

14:00 Original dance
16:10 Ladies short program
19:00 Men’s free skating
22.35 Men’s award ceremony 
Sunday 11.10.

11.30 Free dance
14:10 Ladies’ free skating
17:05 Ice Dance and Ladies’ award ceremony 

Further information: www.finlandiatrophy.com,
