The ISU European Figure Skating Championships Offer Arts and Sports in One Package 


The ISU European Figure Skating Championships from 20 to 25 January in Helsinki are the sixth ISU championships that Finland is hosting. Close to 200 athletes with their coaches and team members from 35 different countries take over the Hartwall Areena for ten separate events which are broadcast by YLE, the Finnish Broadcasting Company.

Single skaters of the Finnish team Kiira Korpi, Laura Lepistö, Susanna Pöykiö and Ari-Pekka Nurmenkari and the ice dancers Oksana Klimova-Sasha Palomäki feel an extra tingling sensation because of the home audience. The media and the fans have shown noticeable interest in the sport.


60 World Champions Performing in the Opening Ceremony

 
The first competition event, short program of Pairs, will be followed by the opening ceremony which will be an impressive start for the competitions. The opening ceremony program can be described as a get-together of champions, as there will be 60 Finnish world champions on the ice all at the same time. The opening number ´Ice on fire´ will be performed by two Finnish world champion teams of synchronized skating, the Rockettes and Marigold IceUnity, reinforced with another world class team, Team Unique. 

Along with the skaters some twenty world champions of aesthetic group gymnastics from the Olari Gymnastics Club will be seen on the ice. The world champions will be followed by little figure skating stars, fire familiar from the European Figure Skating Championship flame logo, magnificent light show and music. The artistic execution of the program is by the figure skating coaches Sara Lindroos and Paulina Carlson with the assistance of Anu Oksanen, Kaisa Nieminen and Mirjami Penttinen.


Pair Skating is all about Speed and Danger

Pair Skating is a very demanding sport which is why the number of competitors is smaller compared to the other disciplines: only 21 when men’s competition contains 39 athletes. In Pair Skating the speed, the acrobatics, the lifts and throws are spectacular and rarely seen in Finland. Finland has no tradition in Pair Skating, and the host country does not have competitors to take part in this competition – as it has not had in decades. The absolute favorites are Aliona Savchenko and Robin Szolkowy from Germany. The pair won the European as well as the World Championships last year. Their almost perfect movement, technique and original choreographies will not leave anybody cold. 


Nurmenkari Has Every Possibility to Finish in the Top Ten 

In Men´s series Ari-Pekka Nurmenkari has found a new gear to his career and is now skating his best season ever. His past years’ placings on the poorer side of 20 at the European Championships may change to something close top ten in Helsinki, if Nurmenkari performs as well as he has done earlier this season. As a whole the level of European men’s figure skating is very high. The enormous dynamics, speed and strength can be really appreciated only when seen live. The French skaters, lead by Brian Joubert are the favorites also in this season, but last year’s European Champion Tomas Verner of the Czech Republic and the Belgian jumping machine Kevin van der Perren will fight for the medals. Nurmenkari will face tough competition also from the Swedish skaters who have improved their rankings closer to the top in the past few years.


Ice Dancers in the Rhythm of Historical Finnstep


The Ice Dance competition consists of three different dances: Compulsory Dance, Original Dance and Free Dance. The impressive ice dancers with their magnificent dresses and imaginative themes bring true glamour on the ice. As its name says Ice Dance is dancing on the ice and very easy to follow, since the jumps in single skating will not cause a headache to the viewer. The young Finnish skaters Oksana Klimova – Sasha Palomäki followed by 27 other couples will be doing ice dance history in Helsinki. For the first time in the history of ISU Championships the Original Dance is Finnstep. This dance was originally designed by the European Champions Susanna Rahkamo and Petri Kokko. The strongest medal contenders are Jana Hohlova-Sergei Novitski and Oksana Domnina-Maxim Shabalin from Russia, Sinead Kerr and John Kerr, the brother-and sister team from the United Kingdom, and Federica Faiela-Massimo Scali from Italy.

Finland Seeks for Two Medals in Ladies Competition


The Ladies competition is naturally the most followed event of the week. The Finnish Figure Skating Association has set as their goal two medals in this competition. Each lady of the Finnish team has a European Championship medal from previous years: Susanna Pöykiö won silver in 2005, Kiira Korpi bronze in 2007 and Laura Lepistö bronze last year. 

The goal is realistic when looking at the current rankings. Only the Italian Carolina Kostner has reached this season higher places than the Finnish skaters. Laura Lepistö has shown her strength during the autumn and is naturally one of the favorites for medal. Also Susanna Pöykiö has possibilities to renew her European championship medal, and the same applies to Kiira Korpi who jumped straight into the Finnish national team after winning the Finnish championship in December.  


Final Show Is Fun for New Champions

The highlight of the week is the Exhibition Gala on Sunday when the top five from all disciplines and the Finnish team members will be performing. Every skater has prepared a special show program which is totally something different from the compulsory competition programs. Music, lights, dresses and imagination are unleashed, and the main thing is to entertain the audience and have fun. Owing to its entertaining character the Exhibition Gala is usually the most popular event of the competition week. 

